
When sourcing this study, please include citation: 
“Source: Freelanthropy.com 2006 Charitable Giving Index, www.freelanthropy.com.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freelanthropy.com, LLC 

2006 Charitable Giving Index 
Press Release, 

Summary of Key Findings, 
Survey Methodology, and 

Full Results 



When sourcing this study, please include citation: 
“Source: Freelanthropy.com 2006 Charitable Giving Index, www.freelanthropy.com.” 

 
 
For Immediate Release  
 
Media Contact: 
Amy Toosley 

Allison & Partners  

Phone:  (619) 533-7976 

E-mail:  amy@allisonpr.com 

 
FREELANTHROPY SURVEY FINDS 91 PERCENT OF AMERICANS  

ARE PHILANTHROPIC AT HEART 
 

Baby Boomers Lead Charge with Highest Percentile of Charitable Giving/ 
96 Percent of Age Group 65+ Have Donated to a Charity 

 
LOS ANGELES, Calif. — Sept. 6, 2006 — Freelanthropy, LLC., 
(www.freelanthropy.com) a free online charitable search program, today announced the 
results of its second annual Charitable Giving survey revealing detailed statistics about 
how much Americans contribute to charities and the types of organizations to which they 
give.   

“Some of the survey’s findings were surprising and changed dramatically from the results 
reported last year,” said Dan Sheehy, founder and president of Freelanthropy.com. “This 
updated information allows us to expose patterns of giving to help non-profit 
organizations get the most out of their fundraising efforts.” 

The Freelanthropy Charitable Giving Index, conducted in conjunction with market 
research firm, Synovate of Chicago, breaks down how Americans give to charities based 
on age, sex, income, employment, marital status and region, as well as the types of 
charities to which they contribute.  

“Freelanthropy conducts the survey as part of its mission to create turnkey branding, 
communication and fundraising tools for non-profits of all kinds, and allowing them to 
access an untapped fundraising resource, Web search,” said Sheehy.  “Research supports 
that people are more interested now than ever in giving to charities through the Internet; 
and Freelanthropy.com’s services provide people with an easy and accessible way to give 
to their charity of choice.”  

The 2006 Freelanthropy Index found that Americans continue overwhelmingly to donate 
to a variety of charitable causes—more than 91 percent of Americans participate at some 
level of charitable giving.  

Other key findings from the study include: 

o Older Americans has the highest percentage of givers; of individuals age 65+, 96 
percent contributed to a charity.  
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o Health and human services ranked as the first or second charitable giving choice 
for nearly two-thirds of all respondents (63 percent). 

o A surprising 74 percent of all respondents ranked arts and culture as their last or 
second to last charity choice. 

o Lower-income Americans are among the nation's most generous givers, with 48 
percent of households earning less than $25,000 per year giving at least $100 per 
year. 

o Married couples are more likely than the general population to give, and more 
likely to give at levels of $100 or more. 

o Attending at least some college makes you more than twice as likely to have 
given more in 2006 vs. 2005.  

o A higher percentage of part-time employees gave more than in any other 
employment group. 

o Sixty percent of those in the self-employed category rated education as their first 
or second choice among causes to donate. 

o Those based in the Northeastern U.S. were less likely to give more in 2006 vs. 
2005.   

For the full Freelanthropy Charitable Giving Index report log on to 
www.freelathropy.com and register to receive sign up for the company’s newsletter. The 
full report is also available free to Freelanthropy’s partners.   

“Freelathropy.com recognizes that the majority of non-profit organizations have limited 
resources,” said Sheehy.  “We’re offering our partners complimentary access to the 
survey results, in the same giving spirit Freelanthropy.com provides its simple and free 
fundraising and communication services – in the interest of helping non-profits increase 
revenues while reducing time and money spent on non-mission activities.” 

### 

About Freelanthropy 
Freelanthropy, LLC. (www.freelanthropy.com) is an online services provider of innovative 
branding, communications and fundraising solutions for a wide variety of non-profit 
organizations. For more information please contact freelanthropy at 626-771-3556. 
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Freelanthropy 2006 Charitable Giving Index 

Summary of Key Findings 
(Please see attached data set for complete results.) 

 
Overall percentage of givers remained flat vs. last year at about 91% giving at least 
something. 
 
Sorting the charitable cause categories in terms of respondents’ likelihood to rank it 
first or second, the list shakes out as follows: 

1st Health and Human Services 
2nd Funding Education 
3rd Religious Organization 
4th Protecting the Environment/Animals 
5th Arts and Culture 

 
Nearly two-thirds of all respondents (63%) ranked Health and Human Services as 
either their first or second choice when asked about their likelihood to donate among 
the given categories. 
 
Nearly three-fourths (74%) ranked Arts and Culture last or second to last. 
 
Interestingly, respondents With Children chose Religion over Health or Education as 
their first choice among causes to donate to. (Parents putting God before Health and 
Education?) 
 
It was perhaps also surprising that respondents Without Children were more likely to 
choose Health and Human Services as their first choice while Religion was the 
second most likely category to be ranked first among this group. 
 
26% of respondents 35-44 ranked Education as their 1st choice of categories to 
support, more than any other age group.  
 
Respondents with Household Income less than $25k (the lowest bracket in the study) 
were more than 50% more likely to choose Education as their first choice of causes to 
support than the next closest income bracket. Perhaps this is indicative of the values 
and aspirations of the country’s lowest earners. 
 
Younger people seem clearly divided when it comes to Religion. In terms of their 
likelihood to donate to a Religious cause: 
39% Ranked it First while 
44% Ranked it Last!  
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leaving very few from this young age bracket in the middle (just 17% divided among the  
middle three ranking choices of 2nd, 3rd or 4th). By a sizeable margin it was the age group 
most likely to rank Religion as their last choice. 
 
When asked the likelihood to donate to certain types of charities, respondents across 5 of 
the 6 age segments ranked Health and Human Services as their first or second choice 
as did all segmentations of Household Income, Marital Status, Geography, Race, 
Education Level, Employment Status or Homeownership.  Looking at the 
respondents’ last or second-to-last choices, Arts and Culture pulled up the rear across 
all segmentations of Age, HHI, Marital Status and Children-in-Household.  
 
In fact, Arts and Culture held this same dubious distinction across every 
demographic segmentation in the study, also including Geographic Region, Race, 
Education Level, Employment Status and Home Ownership. 
 
When ranking what types of causes are most important in terms of the participants’ 
likelihood to donate, Mid-Westerners put Education at the head of the class with 54% 
ranking it as either their first or second choice. 
 
Somewhat surprisingly, but perhaps inspiringly, those with the least education (high 
school or less) were the most likely to rank education as their first choice of causes to 
support. 
 
Fully 60% of the Self-employed, the highest among any of the employment 
segmentations examined in the study, ranked Education as their first or second 
choice among causes to donate to. 
 
The percentage of those giving more than $10,000 nearly tripled to 3% (1.1 to 2.9) 
 
There was an increase by one-third vs. 2005 in the number giving $1,000 or more 
(increase from 24% to 32% of respondents giving $1,000 or more) 
 
The number giving between $100 and $1,000 remained relatively flat at 41% 
 
There was a 25% decrease vs. last year in those giving less than $100 to 18% of the 
population 18 and older. 
 
Age group 65+ took over as the group with the highest percentage of givers from last 
year’s leader, the 55 to 64 age bracket. Both groups showed increases in the percentage 
of givers, however. An impressive 96% of those 65 and older donated to charity. 
 
HHI under 25k giving $100 or more held steady at about 48% of this segment as did 
the number of givers at any level in this demo which had about 83% givers. While this 
group, not surprisingly, has the lowest percentage of givers, there are only 13% 
fewer givers than in the highest income range covered in this study, those with HHI of 
75K or more, and a mere 6% fewer givers than in the $25k to $50k bracket. 



When sourcing this study, please include citation: 
“Source: Freelanthropy.com 2006 Charitable Giving Index, www.freelanthropy.com.” 

 
Unmarried persons were about as likely to give as those with HHI of $25k or less while 
the wedded were more likely than the general population to give, and more likely to 
give at all levels of $100 or more. 
 
Only 14% of those 55 to 64 indicated that they gave more than in the prior year vs. 
22% of the total population.  
 
Only 5% of those 18 to 24 indicated that they gave less than in the prior year (, about 
half as many as in the general population. Males and separately persons 55 to 64 
expressed the greatest percentage of those giving about the same year-over-year 
with 72% and 71% of those groups respectively. 
 
While there are notable variations in likelihood to give the same amount year-over-year 
when looking at age brackets, the figures hover right around the population average when 
looking at household income segments, marital status and child in household segments. 
The youngest segment, 18-24, had only about one-third as many as in the general 
population that indicated giving less than in the prior year, while those 55 to 64 
were much less likely to give more (14% vs. 22% in the general population). 
 
While homeowners were more likely to give than the general population, it was perhaps 
surprising that they were distributed in relative lock step with the general population in 
terms of the levels of giving, with only marginally more of homeowners giving in the 
higher donation levels vs. the general population. 
 
North Easterners were less likely than in other regions to have given more this year 
vs. last (only about 16% gave more). In the South, more than 1 in 4 indicated they gave 
more this year vs. last. 
 
Not surprisingly, those with a High School education or less were much less likely to 
have given more this year vs. last than those who had attended college. But the difference 
in the two groups is somewhat staggering, with those who attended at least some 
college more than twice as likely to have given more this year vs. last (remember, this 
is whether or not they’d given more this year vs. last, not whether they give or how 
much). An implication here is a decrease in income or confidence among the less 
educated, while a higher percentage of those with higher education have increased their 
charitable giving as compared to the general population.  
 
Among these same education groups, the percentage of those indicating that they gave 
less this year vs. last is more consistent and all within 2.4 percentage points of the 
national average. 
 
A higher percentage of part time employees gave more this year than in any other 
employment group (full time, self employed, retired or not employed). But this group 
was also the most likely to have given less this year. Considering these two statistics 
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together may at first seem contradictory, but likely just reflects the feast or famine 
variation that can come with being a part time employee. 
 
 
While causes funding Arts and Culture were generally at the bottom of the list, there 
was a clear increase in the probability to support these causes by respondents in the 
North Eastern US (with more people in this region ranking this first, second or third 
than in any other region, but still only 5% in this region ranking it first).  
 
There was also a correlation between level of education and likelihood to rank Arts 
and Culture more highly, with those with Post-Graduate education ranking this more 
highly than those with at least some college, and those in turn ranking it more highly than 
those with at most a high school education. There did not seem to be any clear signals 
from employment status (or for that matter home ownership) as to likelihood to give to 
Arts and Culture with these segments hovering around the averages of likelihood to rank 
it first or last. 
 
Mid-Westerners were the least likely to list Protecting the Environment or Animals 
as their first or second choice among causes to support, while those with a High School 
education or less were most likely to list it first (compared to those with higher 
education). 
 
Those in the South or with at least some college education were more likely to 
support a Religious Organization (as compared to the other geographic segments and 
those with no college, respectively).  Retired persons were least likely to list Religious 
Organizations as their last choice among different causes to support 
 
While Health and Human Services was a favorite among many demographic segments, 
those living in the Mid-West were more likely to rank this issue first (in terms of their 
likelihood to donate among the different charitable segments). Mid-Westerners were 
also the least likely (by a slim margin) to list Arts and Culture as their first choice. 
 
The South led the pack that ranked Arts and Culture as their last choice with nearly 
50% in that region ranking it in the last slot. 
 

###
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